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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Application, Amendments, and/or Claims 

1 . The Response and Amendment filed 1 0 November 2004 has been received and entered ii 
full. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 



Withdrawn Objections And/Or Rejections 

3. The Objection to claim 39 as set forth at pp. 2 p in the previous Office Action (19 July 
2004) is hereby withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendments (10 November 2004). 

4. The Rejection of claims 33-36 and 43 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as set forth at pp. 3-4 1J6-9 
in the previous Office Action (19 July 2004) is withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendments 
(10 November 2004). 

5. The Rejection of claims 33-42 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as set forth at pp. 4-6 1J10-18 in 
the previous Office Action (19 July 2004) is withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendments (10 
November 2004). 

6. All Objections and Rejections not herein set forth or maintained are hereby withdrawn 
and/or moot. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

7. An examiner' s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
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1312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 
8. In the claims: 

Claims 1-32 (Cancelled) 

Claim 33 (Previously Presented) A method of producing an essentially pure population of 
astrocytes which are essentially free of microglial cells, the method comprising: 

a) preparing a mixture of astrocytes and microglial cells by dissociation of tissue 
obtained by surgical resection from a patient, and directly introducing the prepared 
mixture of astrocytes and microglial cells to a culture vessel, 

b) incubating the prepared mixture of astrocytes and microglial cells from step a) 
under conditions enabling attachment of the astrocytes to the culture vessel, and 

c) removing cells which have not attached to the culture vessel at a time of about 

48 hours from the introduction of the prepared mixture of astrocytes and microglial cells 
to the culture vessel. 

Claim 34 (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 33, wherein the astrocytes are 
human astrocytes. 



Claim 35 (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 34, wherein the human 
astrocytes are human adult astrocytes. 
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Claim 36 (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 33, wherein unattached cells are 
removed from the culture vessel by a change of culture media. 

Claim 37 (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 33, further comprising a step d) 
of introducing a nucleic acid into the astrocytes. 

Claim 38 (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 37, wherein the nucleic acid is 
introduced into the astrocytes with a viral vector. 

Claim 39 (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 38, wherein the viral vector is 
selected from the group consisting of adenovirus, Herpes virus, Adeno-Associated Virus, 
retrovirus and vaccinia virus. 

Claim 40 (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 39, wherein the viral vector is a 
replication defective adenoviral vector. 

Claim 4 1 (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 37, wherein the nucleic acid is 
introduced into the astrocytes by calcium-phosphate precipitation, liposome-mediated 
transfection, cationic lipid transfection, or lipopolyamine-mediated transfection. 
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Claim 42 (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 37, wherein the nucleic acid 
encodes a neuroactive substance. 



Claim 43 (Cancelled) 

9. Authorization for this examiner' s amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
B.J. Sadoff on 16 December 2004. 

Summary 

10. Claims 33-42 are hereby allowed. 

11. The Examiner acknowledges that acceptance of the above Examiner's Amendment does 
not mitigate in any way, shape, or form, Applicant's right to pursue additional subject matter in 
continuation, continuation-in-part, and/or divisional applications pursuant to 35 U.S. C. §120 and 
§121. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
S™!^? OUld be directed *> Christopher James Nichols, Ph.D. whose telephone number is 
/™ ™I Z examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8 00 AM to 

5:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brenda Brumback can be reached on (571) 272-0961. 

wait* nUmbef f ° r ^ organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



CJN 

December 16, 2004 



